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W e’ll start in Isa iah 40.

 1Com fort ye, com fort ye my peo ple, saith your God. 2 Speak ye com fort -
ably to Je ru sa lem, and cry unto her, that her war fare is ac com plished,
that her in iq uity is par doned (There is hope): for she hath re ceived of the
Lord's hand dou ble for all her sins. 3 The voice of him that crieth in the
wil der ness, Pre pare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
high way for our God.

There is com fort that God has for us and for those who know us. There is
a way of peace in the midst of a world that does not know peace, and can never
know peace with out God, and with out us, the Church. We are the ones to bring
peace upon the earth through our Lord Je sus Christ.

4 Ev ery val ley shall be ex alted, and ev ery moun tain and hill shall be made 
low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:

We preached on that last Sunday. How won der ful it is that this does n’t de -
pend upon how high or won der ful we feel, ei ther how em pow ered or how badly. 
We still know the pur poses of God: to bring com pas sion upon the earth, to bring
His lovingkindness down in our bod ies in the works that we do, and the things
that we say com ing out of our mouths. 

5 And the glory of the Lord shall be re vealed, and all flesh shall see it to -
gether: . . .

Do you know why? 

. . . for the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken it.

The Pro phetic Voice

The pro phetic voice is needed in the world to day. It is not some thing for
just the past. It is needed to day. We need to be en cour aged. The teach ers and the
evan ge lists can not breathe the en cour age ment that the proph ets can. So let me
speak to you, proph ets, it is not for you to be glo ri fied. It is not for you to some -
how make an im pact by what you say and how won der ful that proph esy was. It
is for the en cour age ment of the body of Christ to come forth in that duty they
have been called to, to bring lovingkindness upon the earth, in our lives per son -
ally, in the Church and in all those around us. Do not be caught up in the
proph esy it self. Be tuned in to the Giver of the proph esy who is the Lord of
lords.
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Glory and Dark ness
Isa iah 60 2 For, be hold, the dark ness shall cover the earth, and gross
dark ness the peo ple: . . .

What does that re ally mean? Real evil, gross dark ness, things you don’t
want to see. Things that are too aw ful to speak about and con ceive in your mind.
Gross dark ness cov ers the peo ple. You don’t be lieve it? It is hap pen ing all
around us right now. You only have to have eyes to see. But:

. . . but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon
thee. 

Isa iah is talk ing about the Church. His glory shall be seen upon you. So
the glory of the Lord is n’t just to make you feel good. The glory of the Lord is so
that other peo ple can see that Je sus Christ is Lord and King. His King dom is
here upon the earth.

3 And the Gen tiles shall come to thy light, . . .

Those that don’t have any idea of what it means and what it should be,
they will come.

. . . and kings to the bright ness of thy ris ing. 

Mat thew 4 16 The peo ple which sat in dark ness saw great light; and to
them which sat in the re gion and shadow of death light is sprung up.

Is n’t that good? We cel e brate that scrip ture at Christ mas. These things
hap pen upon the earth and peo ple are to tally obliv i ous to it. Young peo ple are
be ing drawn to mega Churches and to con certs of Hill Song and other groups to
wor ship the Lord. Why? Be cause they see a light. Fi nally they see a light and it
was n’t in the Protestant de nom i na tions. Rather it is in the glory of God as He is
re stor ing wor ship upon the earth.

Psalm 24 7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ev er last ing
(an cient) doors;

These doors have been closed too long. They have been shut up and
blocked up.

8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty
in bat tle.

Is there any weak ness in Him we might ask? 

9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye ev er last ing doors;
and the King of glory shall come in. 10 Who is this King of glory? The
Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory.

Is that true? Are you ready? Open up those doors of your heart be cause
He wants to come in. He wants to re side there. He wants to be there. Amen.
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I re mem ber look ing at the Milky Way gal axy at night. Many of you have
seen the Milky Way. In a dark sky you can see it in the Sag it tar ius star cloud, the
cen ter of our gal axy. Beau ti ful. You can see col ors even with the na ked eye. If
you are out there try and spend at least 10-15 min utes look ing at it so your eyes
can ad just to the dark ness. Once you do, you see what many say is the most
beau ti ful thing one could ever look at, the Milky Way gal axy. It is awe some to
see the cre ation and the maj esty of God. The bi ble says He made the stars and He 
named them all! One of the things that I saw was this huge dark ness in the gal -
axy. The Lord spoke to me pro phet i cally and said, “Open up the doors! Open up 
the an cient doors, let Him come in!” He wants to  be here. He wants to be in ev -
ery one of our hearts, not just to make Glory hap pen here but that the Glory
would spill out to the point we would n’t be able to con tain Him. That’s a pretty
dan ger ous thing. There is a part of me that would say I just want to have con trol.
I still like things in me from the de nom i na tional Churches that should n’t be
there. I like the or der. But if you block off the Holy Spirit so that you can no lon -
ger hear the voice of God, you have missed ev ery thing. 

How ever when you open those an cient doors in the Spir i tual realm, other 
spir its can come in too! In our sen si tiv ity to the things of the Spirit, and the
proph ets know this, we try to dis cern what is God and what is not God. Is n’t
that right? We have to step out in faith. When we do that, get ready, it is the el -
ders re spon si bil ity to cor rect you when you are wrong. It is also their re spon si -
bil ity, more im por tantly, to en cour age you when you are right!

The Gos pels’ Pic ture of Je sus
I have been teach ing for quite a while on the life of Christ as seen from the 

gos pels to give you an idea of who Je sus re ally was when He walked upon the
earth, the Je sus who cared so much for His dis ci ples, the One who gave them
par a ble af ter par a ble about what the King dom of God is and who He is. But we
also no tice He was a very com bat ive and con fron ta tional in di vid ual, pro vok ing
the Sad du cees and the Phar i sees and those who liked the Law, those who would
pre vent the Sab bath rest of God from hap pen ing in their lives be cause it was
Sat ur day, the Law in those days. They even wanted to pre vent Je sus from heal -
ing a man as I spoke about last week. It was a trag edy to see a whole gen er a tion
go down the tubes be cause they mis un der stood the Sab bath rest of God. Je sus is
Lord of the Sab bath and He lives in you ev ery day not just on Sat ur day or
Sunday or when ever you want to cel e brate it. He lives in you ev ery day and ev -
ery mo ment that be longs to you. You don’t have to ask the Lord to make the
Sab bath rest hap pen. This Church does n’t be long to you. It does n’t be long to
our elder ship. It does n’t be long to us. It is Je sus’ Church; whether it lives or dies
as a fel low ship is up to Him and your obe di ence to Him as we will see later on.
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Part Two

John’s Rev e la tion of Je sus

The Church is built on the foun da tion of the Apos tles and the Proph ets.
The Apos tle John, in the gos pel of John, through his epis tles, and John through
the book of Rev e la tion, was pre sent ing the con cept of who he be lieved God the
Fa ther was and is in the Lord Je sus Christ, Very God of very God. Je sus was n’t
just the Son of Man. He was also the Son of God. Je sus was n’t just the his tor i cal
Je sus that healed and made ev ery body feel good like we saw last Sunday, heal -
ing ev ery one of them! Ev ery last one. That must have been some prayer meet -
ing. And He healed them all. Let that per me ate ev ery cell in your body. He wants 
to heal them all, your bones, your joints, ev ery or gan. He wants to heal them all.
Who does n’t want that? 

The en emy does n’t want that to hap pen. But who’s side are we on? The
Lord’s. There fore we keep pray ing. We keep and are stead fast in the pur pose of
prayer. Well you might say to me, “Well, my prayers aren’t be ing an swered.” I
don’t care! You are to pray! You are to lift up. Don’t give up. Don’t stop. Don’t
stop short of the Glory of God that He has for you. 

And so we see that John wrote the gos pel and the epis tles and thought that 
should be enough. How ever, I don’t know how old he was when he wrote Rev e -
la tions, at least in his 90’s. That’s en cour age ment to me that I might still have a
min is try ahead when I get to be that old. Don’t give up. There is still a word that
God has for you and in you to speak to those around you, a word of en cour age -
ment like our sis ter just shared this morn ing. She had no idea of what ram i fi ca -
tions would come from the word she spoke and gave to her friend, from what she 
thought was such a small thing. But it brought life to some one who had no hope
of find ing her birth mother!

What a bless ing we are to the peo ple on this earth. We are a bless ing and
meant to be a bless ing. Things are re ally bad right now. Things are re ally tragic.
All we could think to our selves is how God is deal ing with us. But, let’s put that
aside for now. God is deal ing with you as we are be ing con formed into His im -
age. So if He is n’t deal ing with you, He will. But, that is not re ally what it is all
about right now! It is about the ex pres sion of our Lord Je sus Christ, our Sav ior,
the King dom of God through you, no lon ger tied to the Law. No lon ger con di -
tional upon how we might feel, how high or how low. It is not con di tional on
those things. It is in you to stead fastly bring forth His Church, to bring forth His
pur pose,  His in tent, His heart. . . 

And so, my goal is to know the heart of God. It is not good enough for me
to just know the will of God, al though I want to. It is not good enough for me to
just know His in tent. I want to know the heart of God! It is His heart to bring
forth TRUE LOVE upon this earth, not one that is con di tional, but a love that
will crush the en emy, a love that will bring forth joy like you have never seen it
be fore, a love that can not be stopped by the bor ders of a build ing or the bor ders
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of a Church, or even the bor ders of your life. It will con tinue on its own ini tia -
tive. You won’t have to go to home group to push things along, get the wor ship
go ing. You won’t have to have a wor ship leader. This will have a mo men tum all
of its own. The Holy Spirit, when it is poured out on the Church, will not be
stopped! That is what John saw in the book of Rev e la tions. So let’s turn there.

The Je sus of Rev e la tions

It is a dif fer ent Je sus here. Agree? The same One but He is n’t con cerned
about the Phar i sees any more. Never once is it men tioned in Rev e la tions about
con cepts con cern ing the Law. There were other things He is more con cerned
about. He does n’t show up here nailed on the Cross. He has al ready done that
work, for given you of your sins, brought you to re pen tance. We are so grate ful
for what He did on the Cross. Yet some times we come be fore each other al most
boast fully say ing, “We have the right to rep re sent God.” We should re mem ber
how won der ful it is but also to be awestruck of our re spon si bil ity that God Him -
self dwells within us. You are now holy where you were not holy. You were evil
and He still loved you. He res cued you. 

Know ing all that, in his old age, John sees Je sus. Let’s look at the Rev e la -
tion of Je sus Christ start ing in chap ter one.

1 The Rev e la tion of Je sus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to shew unto
His ser vants things which must shortly come to pass; . . .

So this is a proph ecy. This guy is see ing things which quite hon estly I
don’t think I would like to see. When I look at Ezekiel, I see some things there I
don’t want to see ei ther, scary things. Peo ple paint a pic ture at fu ner als that
heaven is go ing to be this peace ful place where we sit in a rock ing chair and
dwell in the pres ence of God for ev er more or read ing po etry. I don’t know what
else they think. How ever, I’ve got news for you; it is go ing to be scary. It is go -
ing to be excitingly scary, an ad ven ture you are not pre pared for! 

. . . and He sent and sig ni fied it by His an gel unto his ser vant John:

So this an gel was a wit ness of what John saw as well.

2 Who bare re cord of the word of God, and of the tes ti mony of Je sus
Christ, and of all things that he saw.

The an gel him self was not iden ti fied but he saw things that John saw as
well. 

3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this proph ecy, 
. . .

So it is not a curse to read Rev e la tion. It is a good thing. We have to keep
re mind ing our selves that there is good stuff in here.

. . . and keep those things which are writ ten therein: for the time is at
hand.
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Now he wrote these things some time ago but the time is near to us now as 
we see the dark ness cov er ing the face of the earth and gross dark ness the peo ple
who know the time is get ting nearer. Is n’t that true? How ever know that in that
time good things are go ing to be hap pen ing as well. 

Malachi 4 1 For, be hold, the day com eth, that shall burn as an oven; and
all the proud, yea, and all that do wick edly, shall be stub ble: and the day
that com eth shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave
them nei ther root nor branch.

This is a judg ment that is fi nal! 

2 But unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of righ teous ness arise with 
heal ing in His wings; and you shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the 
stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes un der 
the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.

So when that judg ment and curse co mes upon the earth it will NOT be a
curse to you! That same sun that will scorch the earth and the en emy will be a
bless ing to you! The Sun of righ teous ness is spelled “Sun.” It shall have heal ing
in its wings! Ah. Let the heal ing of the Lord come forth upon the earth in you. It
is for you.

So in the book of Rev e la tion he be gins to ad dress the Churches that he is
go ing to talk to which is sup pos edly all the Churches that John knew. 

4 John to the seven Churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, . . .

What is that first word? Grace! Yeah, is that a sur prise. It is not a sur prise
to me. Most of the time the first words that the Lord speaks to me is, “Peace,
grace. Come on. What is your prob lem. Grace to you. Peace.” If I wake up in
the mid dle of the night with a night mare and start talk ing to the Lord, “Grace
and peace to you,” says the Lord. 

. . . from Him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the 
seven Spir its which are be fore His throne; 5 And from Je sus Christ, who is 
the faith ful wit ness, and the first be got ten of the dead, and the Prince of
the kings of the earth.

Who’s in charge? Over Pres i dent Trump? Je sus. Over El Qaeda? Je sus.
Over Iran? Je sus. Over the Dem o cratic party? Je sus. Over the Re pub li can party? 
Je sus. Over His tory? Je sus. He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords and He is not
re treat ing. He is not ab di cat ing His throne to any one.

. . . Unto Him that loved us, . . .

Has He ever stopped lov ing you? He will NEVER stop. 

. . . and (He) washed us from our sins in His own blood, . . .

John im me di ately goes to the Cross. He does n’t di min ish that as passé
since it has al ready been ac com plished. Rather he re minds him self of the glory
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that God man i fested on the Cross for the wash ing away of our sin and be cause of 
that:

6 . . . And hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Fa ther; to Him 
be glory and do min ion for ever and ever. Amen.

He is say ing our Sav ior is com pletely om nip o tent with out any re stric tion
of power. If you have a rev e la tion, if you have a proph esy re mem ber He is om -
nip o tent. You don’t have to coax a proph esy into hap pen ing. You don’t have to
re-ex plain God. Lis ten to His voice and His only. It is re ally easy to be caught up 
in the emo tion of it all as John was also. I re mem ber the first proph esy I had I
could n’t stop shak ing. I was try ing to fig ure out what God was do ing. But do not 
be caught up in the emo tion of it. Put that aside. John said:

7 Be hold, He com eth with clouds; and ev ery eye shall see Him, . . .

It won’t be just you, proph ets. Ev ery eye will see Him.

. . . and they also which pierced Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall
wail be cause of Him. 

They are so sad be cause they treated Him so badly; they missed it. They
are go ing to be sad on that day. Some how they were not lis ten ing to you, the
Church. They were not lis ten ing to the voice of the Holy Spirit. They will be sad
on that day when He co mes. Amen. There will be the Second Coming of Christ.
Some Churches don’t be lieve that and don’t preach it any more. He is com ing in
the clouds and ev ery eye will see. And He will say:

. . . I am Al pha and Omega, the be gin ning and the end ing, saith the Lord,
which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Al mighty.

Vi sion of Je sus in All His Glory

Is there any doubt that Je sus is God? Is there any doubt that He is Very
God of very God? Is there any doubt that He is not just the Son of Man born of a
woman? Is there any doubt that He is in deed the very Word of God? He is the ex -
act rep re sen ta tion of the Fa ther. John wants to make sure you know in the book
of Rev e la tion that there is no doubt in his mind. When Je sus spoke these words:

. . . which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Al mighty. 
9 I John, who also am your brother, and com pan ion in trib u la tion, and in
the King dom and pa tience of Je sus Christ, . . .

Well, yeah. If I saw that vi sion I would prob a bly do what John did, iden ti -
fy ing with his reader as a fel low man with sim i lar prob lems. We may have prob -
lems but we are to en dure the prob lems.

. . . was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the
tes ti mony of Je sus Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and
heard be hind me a great voice, as of a trum pet,
11 Say ing, I am Al pha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou
seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven Churches which are in
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Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto
Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Phil a del phia, and unto Laodicea.

So while mind ing his own busi ness John heard this sound. It is al most
like Sam uel. Sam uel was mind ing his own busi ness and he hears, “Sam uel!”
Im me di ately he goes to his men tor and asks what is go ing on. Eli tells him to go
back and see if the Lord speaks to him again. “Sam uel!” Sam uel goes back
again. Don’t give up. Lis ten to the word of the Lord.

12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. . .

There is a turn ing. Even if you are filled with the Spirit the Lord wants
you to seek Him. He will “hide” from you in a sense. But there will be a place
when you turn to hear the voice of the Lord. 

. . . And be ing turned, I saw seven golden can dle sticks; 13 And in the midst
of the seven can dle sticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a gar -
ment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden gir dle.

Just that alone would be some thing to see. I have some gold on my fin ger
which sig ni fies my re la tion ship with my wife which is dear to my heart. It is a
cov e nant I made with her. There is a band of gold around His chest which rep re -
sents a cov e nant which He has in His heart to you. He is not about to give up on
it. He is not go ing to change that girt for any gold that He can find on the earth.
What a won der ful thing. Many times in a pro phetic word, there are things that
are hid den for you to find. I’m just point ing out one. This has be come my fa vor -
ite verse in the bi ble:

14 His head and His hairs were white like wool, as white as snow . . .

You know my hair turned white not too long ago. I was sad in a way, but
my wife said, “Oh no. Don’t be sad. That is a good thing. In fact there are many
verses in the Old Tes ta ment that says white hair is a sign of wis dom, a sign of
honor for you to have white hair.” Any way I laughed when I read this scrip ture
think ing, “Oh yeah. I get it.” So we see He has on these gar ments with the gold
band around His chest and His hair is white as snow! 

. . . and His eyes were as a flame of fire; . . .

Not eyes that are scary nec es sar ily but eyes that are pierc ing as One who
knows and can judge per fectly the things that are in your heart. Re mem ber the
Holy Spirit. John said He is go ing to bap tize you with fire. Look out be cause
that fire can not be quenched. It is go ing to be one that can see the in ner most
parts of your heart.

15 And His feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a fur nace . . .

So not just like a metal. It is go ing to be like a brass re fined in a fur nace,
glow ing.

. . . and His voice as the sound of many wa ters. . . .

246



Okay. Go to Niagra Falls and try talk ing to some one stand ing next to you. 
It is al most im pos si ble to hear them. You have to shout and yell. Here we see so
many words com ing forth from the wa ters that ev ery drop is speak ing the praise
and the glory of God. When deep calls unto deep that’s what the psalm ist was
talk ing about, that drop of wa ter speak ing to the ocean! Now a sin gle drop of
wa ter, ev ery one can hear. Ping. But when you put all  those pings to gether it is
the sound of many wa ters, a roar ing thun der!

 . . . 16 And He had in His right hand seven stars: and out of His mouth
went a sharp two edged sword . . .

And that two edged sword we know is the Word of God sep a rat ing what
is God and what is not God. 

. . . and His coun te nance was as the sun shineth in his strength . . .

It was n’t like the sun at sun set but rather at full noon. When the sun shines 
at full strength you’d better be ready for it. 

17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead.

When John saw this he did n’t go, “Ho hum. Thank You, Lord. That was a
great rev e la tion. Let’s build three ta ber na cles here,” like His dis ci ples wanted
to do on the Mount of Trans fig u ra tion, think ing it was re ally awe some stuff. It’s
time to build a tem ple. No, he fell at his feet. We need to be like John. Proph ets,
lis ten to me. Maybe you need to be like John fall ing down at His feet be fore you
say any thing, in your spirit. When John saw Him he fell at His feet as dead!
Know ing who he was, a hu man be ing, know ing the work of the Cross. Know ing 
all the things that Je sus is and the power and the al mighty pres ence of God there
is only one re sponse that a hu man be ing can have. Yeah. So proph ets, first “fall
dead” be fore you proph esy. We don’t want to hear you. We want to hear God!
But lis ten to this:

. . . And He laid His right hand upon me, say ing unto me, “Fear not” . . .

Now there is some thing about touch ing. It is n’t just an act. There is some -
thing that is im parted. Je sus reached out with His right hand and touched John.
His right hand is the power of might. His right hand is the one that is go ing to
bring forth the things upon the earth. But in this in stance it was for John to be re -
as sured, to not be afraid. One might ask the ques tion, “How can you not be
afraid in the pres ence of the al mighty God?” In our nat u ral sun, if you got to the
or bit of Mer cury, there would n’t be much hope for you be cause of the heat tem -
per a ture. How can we not be afraid of God?! We are com manded to not be afraid 
of God be cause of the love of God that casts out all fear. We must be im mersed
in the love of God. Proph ets, lis ten, you must be im mersed in the love of God.
Don’t come from any other place, lest you be burned up. 

I love it when the Lord places His hand upon us. Some times when you are 
in prayer, can you feel the hands of God on you? I have. Some times it is when a
per son is pray ing for me and they have their hands on me. The Lord says,
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“Those are not his hands. They are Mine.” Have you heard that voice? He wants 
to use you as He wills. I love the Lord. He is not afraid of the power res i dent
within Him. He is not afraid of it.

. . . Fear not; I am the first and the last:  18 I am He that liveth, and was
dead; and, be hold, I am alive for ev er more, Amen; and have the keys of
hell and of death. . . .

And by the way, they have no vic tory over Me. Wow. “John, don’t be
afraid but by the way I am He. By the way, I have the keys to hell and to heaven.” 

19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which shall be here af ter . . .

So, Je sus is say ing, “Get ready. Proph ecy is com ing.”

20 The mys tery of the seven stars which thou sawest in My right hand, and
the seven golden can dle sticks. The seven stars are the an gels of the seven
Churches: and the seven can dle sticks which thou sawest are the seven
Churches.

This oc curred to me: the Church is a uni ver sal-one Church. How ever the
fel low ships within each Church have a per son al ity.  A com mu nity of be liev ers
has a per son al ity. You are a part of the uni ver sal Church. There is only one
Church, the Church of Je sus Christ. But, know ing that, each sep a rate fel low ship 
has a per son al ity be cause we all as in di vid u als have per son al i ties and our in di -
vid u al ism is im por tant to God as we will see in a few min utes. I am per son ally
glad that we are all dif fer ent, es pe cially glad that you are not me. Think about it.
If  you just had your self to live with for a while, it would be kind of scary! I
would get bored with just my self af ter a while. Right? That is why the Lord gave 
us the Word of God. We can im me di ately all by our selves go im me di ately into
the bi ble, into prayer. We can pray for other peo ple. We should stop be ing so
my o pic. Yes, God is deal ing with you. Yes, God is chang ing you into His pur -
poses and like ness. But, God has a pur pose for you and those who are suf fer ing
an ill ness. We can pray, not just in home groups, not just in times of prayer af ter
this meet ing, but ev ery day and in ev ery mo ment that God gives us the heart to
pray. Pray!

I don’t know how many times I pray for the “prod i gals.” I am ever pray -
ing for them, those who have left and those that I know God is call ing back,
those that the en emy has no hope for and wants no hope for. I still have hope! I
will ver bal ize that. Just as Je sus says, “I am the First and the Last. I still have
hope for that per son. I have not given up. Yes, I have heard them talk about kill -
ing of chil dren be fore they are born and how un im por tant that is. Yes, I have
heard their words!” But, Lord, call them back! Call them back to the gos pel of
peace! Call them back to the gos pel of life. Call them back to You, Your self. Call 
them back to the Cross, a place of re pen tance. “Lord, that they would ar rive
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here with tears in their eyes not through vi o lence, that the en emy wants, but
through the tears of re pen tance.” 

And they would say, “Oh, how wrong have I been that I did not know, that 
I chose my own way. I left those peo ple who loved me for peo ple who did n’t. I left 
for a world that was more con cerned about what they were be ing fed, how much
money they have, be ing liked by oth ers, etc. I left my fel low ship be cause I
wanted those things in my life more than I wanted Your love, more than I wanted
the glory of God to man i fest through me.” A lot of peo ple leave the Church for
dif fer ent rea sons but one of them is be cause they are afraid that God would take
them and make them a mis sion ary some where in South Amer ica or Af rica and
they don’t want to go there. That is crazy stuff to think about. God will take you
wher ever He wants to take you any way. But it will be a good thing. The Lord
says, “ I have plans for you and they are plans for good not evil.”

Open up the gates! Let the King of Glory come in! In vite Him in. John’s
rev e la tion of Je sus in the gos pel was one of con front ing the Phar i sees, preach ing 
the par a bles, heal ing the sick, reach ing out to those who had no hope. John’s
rev e la tion of Je sus in his epis tles was one of the Holy Spirit mov ing and be ing
mo ti vated by that Holy Spirit, a place of obe di ence and love like we never knew
it be fore. But here in the book of Rev e la tion we see a dif fer ent Je sus, One who is 
in com mand and in con trol, One who is never gong to re lin quish His power, One 
who can not be cause He is the al mighty God.

Ephesus, Our First Love

 The first thing He says here is not to the Phar i sees and the Sad du cees, not 
to His glory upon the earth, but to His Church with in di vid ual per son al i ties, in -
di vid ual fel low ships, the Church at Ephesus. This was a Church that had lost
what they needed to get back, their first love. He also spoke this word to us, the
Church in the 70’s, the 80’s, and 90’s. He speaks to the Church in the mil len -
nium, this won der ful time we are liv ing in where dark ness is start ing to come in.
He is still speak ing the same word:

Rev e la tion 2 1 Unto the an gel of the Church of Ephesus write; These
things saith He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand, who
walketh in the midst of the seven golden can dle sticks;

Lis ten, Je sus’ con cept here is not some one stand ing by wait ing for us to
fail. Rather He is walk ing in our midst, in the per son al ity of the fel low ships.
How can He be in the pol i tics of the in di vid ual Churches? But, there He is! He is 
say ing that He’s do ing it. He is n’t just leav ing it up to the elder ship, nor to the
home groups, nor to you and me. He, Him self, is here! Walk ing in and among
us. . . among and in the midst of “seven golden lamp stands.” He is n’t leav ing us
be hind as or phans say ing, “I won der how they are go ing to do?” By the way,
how could they do very well with out Him?! He said this:

2 I know your works, your la bor, you pa tience. . .
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He knows the good ness that we have.

. . .that you can not bear those who are evil.

Thank You, Je sus. Fi nally some one rec og nizes what I have done well.

You have tested those who say they are apos tles and they are not.

Yay, that’s true
3 You have per se vered and have pa tiently la bored for My names sake and
have not be come weary.

Woah! Yeah. That’s pretty good stuff. Put that on my tomb stone. Get
ready though.

4 Nev er the less I have this against you. . .

You know the Lord does n’t just come against you with things of cor rec -
tion but He wants you to know that there is gen u ine good in your life which you
have em braced, the com pas sion and the good ness of God. Don’t give that up
and when He cor rects you, hold on. You say, “Yes, Lord, I know. I am glad You
still love me. I’m glad You still work Your mir a cles through me. I’m lis ten ing to
You be cause I WANT to change. I want to hear what I’m do ing wrong.” Don’t
you?

. . . Nev er the less, I have this against you, that you have left your first love.

What a wound that would bring to my spirit. And yet I know that time af -
ter time I for get the first love that I had. You know how I re mem ber the best? I
look at Cheryl, my wife, and say, “Lord, I need to say and show how much I love
her to day just as much as I did when I first met her.” The Lord says, “Yeah, and
Me too.” The Lord is seek ing your love. He does n’t take it for granted. He does -
n’t think, “Oh, I know they love Me.” He does but He wants to hear it. There fore
there is al most never a day I don’t tell Cheryl that I love her. I don’t think there is 
a day that I don’t say, “Lord, I love you.” His re sponse is al ways the same.
“How much do you love Me?” “It is get ting better ev ery day. I love You, Lord,
so much that I can not hold it back. I don’t want to hold it back.” 

I be gin to see things in this world dif fer ently, a lot dif fer ently. I do not just 
see the evil and the dark ness that’s cov er ing Texas and Ohio only yes ter day. But
I see the mercy of God that is ex tended out to those fam i lies as the pas tors are
gath ered to gether and Frank lin Gra ham sent them down to bring heal ing to
those fam i lies that have been bro ken hearted. There are many who are reach ing
out in com pas sion. One might say, “All I can do is pray.” That is n’t ALL you
can do. If that is the only thing you can do, it is good! That is the start. That is the
pur pose of God for you to pray for those who are suf fer ing. Don’t ne glect it. 

I can not imag ine Je sus turn ing away from some body whom He did n’t
heal and say, “Okay, I don’t care about them any more.” I can not even imag ine
that. Those prayers still go forth. He says this af ter re mind ing them they had left
their first love:
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5 Con sider how far you have fallen! Re pent and do the things you did at
first. If you do not re pent, . . .

What do we need to do? Re pent, turn and pur pose to do some thing dif fer -
ent. . . to do what? Your first works. I used to think about things I could do to
com mu ni cate to Cheryl how much I love her. I used to think about things I could 
do with the Lord to re as sure how much I love Him, to re as sure me how much I
loved Him! Learn ing a new song on my gui tar sounds triv ial, but I would do it. I
will go into the home group with a word of en cour age ment. Let me seek the
Lord in the scrip tures to day for some one in par tic u lar. Where have all those
works gone? Well, they are still there in your heart. You just need to stir them up.

It does n’t have to be a “big deal.” It could just be a word of en cour age -
ment to your self. You can look into the heav ens, at the stars and think about
some thing they mean to you, the cre ation of God. Let His love come in. Don’t
let the en emy in be cause as you open up your self to the things of the Spirit, the
en emy will be right there and say, “Oh, I’ll come in with all the cra zi ness of the
New Age.” I’m not talk ing about New Age love, nor New Age pro phetic proph -
ecy, all the things they can do, false proph ecy, false heal ings. I’m talk ing about
the real ones they can ac com plish. I don’t want to think about all these things.
There is enough fake stuff hap pen ing. Some are be ing healed. It is ab so lutely
real and true but from the wrong camp.

I don’t know how many of you know about di a be tes. I have type two di a -
be tes. Re gard less I know what hap pens to my blood sugar when I eat dif fer ent
foods. For in stance Cheryl made a choc o late chip ba nana cake. My base line
sugar went from the base line of 114 to right up to 240 and stayed there for three
hours. I did n’t know how to han dle that kind of stuff. 

It is in ter est ing, dif fer ent kinds of sug ars and dif fer ent kinds of things that 
your body re sponds dif fer ently to. If I eat just raw sugar, it will go up and then
right down again. My body knows it is real sugar. The pan creas will say I need
sugar and here it is. But if you dis guise it in those ba nanas, the body does n’t re -
spond well at all. 

Well, you have been given the Spirit of rev e la tion and un der stand ing to
dis cern re al ity from fake, what is real and what is not real. That is ba si cally what
He’s say ing to the Church in Ephesus. “You know how to make these
discernments. You know how to do this.”

5 Con sider how far you have fallen! Re pent and do the things you did at
first. If you do not re pent, I will come to you and re move your lampstand
from its place. 

He is n’t go ing to re move your sal va tion but if the whole Church goes into 
the wrong di rec tion, it does n’t have a life of its own any more. The Holy Spirit
can not re side in a Church that does n’t love Him. This is about a love af fair that
you have with Je sus Christ. It is an ad ven ture you have with Him. It is an ex cit -
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ing thing you have with Him. When you lose that you have lost it un less you re -
pent. But then He re minds them:

6 But you have this in your fa vor: You hate the prac tices of the
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

Does Je sus hate things? Yeah He sure does. He hates false things. This
whole move ment of the Nicolaitans was ex actly that, a false Church, a false
hope, a false proph ecy, a false tes ti mony. There is one thing over and over again
that re ally makes Je sus an gry. That is a false wit ness. Do you know that. “False
wit ness” is re peated over and over again. Ev ery time it co mes up in the New
Tes ta ment you can FEEL the an i mos ity of the Holy Spirit against it. We are to be 
peo ple of truth and hon esty. When you go be fore the San hed rin, what ever that
might be, your boss, a court, your friends who ac cuse you, you don’t have to
pre pare a text. The dis ci ples knew that. They spoke that to each other. You only
need the Holy Spirit within you to dis cern be tween the truth and lies. Bring forth 
the peace and the grace and the mercy of God into ev ery bad sit u a tion you find
your self in. That is a won drous thing to do. Of ten times the Lord has al ready
used your voice. Lis ten, He has used you in the words you have prayed for oth -
ers up front in Church meet ings. Ev ery one of you He has used in prayer. 

7 Who ever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. . . 

You have to be open to hear what Je sus is say ing pro phet i cally. Proph ets,
you are not spe cial. The whole Church is to be a pro phetic Church. You are not
the only ones hear ing a word; the en tire Church will be hear ing God that way.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the Churches. You only
need to be open to it. 

. . . To the one who is vic to ri ous, I will give the right to eat from the tree of
life, which is in the par a dise of God.

Do you hear that? Is n’t that where Adam and Eve got kicked out? Is n’t
that what the Lord guarded with a flam ing sword so no one could come to into
it? Was n’t the tree of knowl edge of good and evil for bid den? But we see in this
scrip ture He has given you eter nal life through that same tree, the tree of life.
That tree is the Lord Je sus Him self. You can not have life within you un less He
Him self is in you and you are eat ing of Him ev ery day. Eat ing the bread of life
means we are eat ing of His good ness. We are eat ing, feed ing, lis ten ing to ev ery
word that co mes from His mouth. We are lis ten ing for Him to come. In the Gar -
den they said they could hear the Fa ther in the wind. Even when they were fallen 
they knew He was there. They still have an ear to hear. 

I be lieve there are peo ple in this world that have the ear to hear and the en -
emy is com ing in with false proph ecy. The en emy is com ing in with false re li -
gion and is com ing in all dif fer ent kinds of ways to give peo ple a sub sti tute for
re al ity. But we have THE re al ity. Not be cause of some thing we do but be cause
of the word of God. Not be cause we are so spe cial but be cause of the word of
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God. You can eat of the tree of life which is in the midst of the par a dise of God,
His full, com plete pro vi sion. Let’s go back to Malachi 4.

 1 “Surely the day is com ing; it will burn like a fur nace. All the ar ro gant
and ev ery evil doer will be stub ble, and the day that is com ing will set
them on fire,” says the Lord Al mighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left 
to them. 2 But for you who re vere my name, the sun of righ teous ness will
rise with heal ing in its rays.

The last scrip ture for to day in spite of the fact that many are mourn ing in
the world and we want to be sen si tive to that. We should n’t be in sen si tive to that. 
“This does n’t af fect the Church. It does n’t af fect me, what hap pened in Texas.”
What if it was Walmart in Kingston? It could eas ily have been. We need to reach
out in our hearts for those who are mourn ing. But GUARD our selves be cause
we are not ones who are sick. We are ones who are alive and well be cause in
Philippians 4:

7 And the peace of God, which tran scends all un der stand ing, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Je sus.

Guard our hearts from what? From a sad ness. This peace that Je sus
gives us is one where we KNOW that God is in charge com pletely, the Lord of
Lords and King of Kings over ev ery thing. He will guard our hearts and minds in
Christ Je sus. So that’s our prayer.

Let’s pray: Fa ther, we know the en emy’s works. We are get ting to know
them more in ti mately than we ever wanted to. But our gos pel is n’t about
the en emy. Our gos pel is about the Prince of Peace, the One whom we
wor ship ev ery Sunday, the One whom we wor ship ev ery day, when we
come to gether and fel low ship on Wednes day nights, even times when we
meet in the gro cery store, with fel low Chris tians when we meet any where. 
We are about fellow ship ping around You, Lord Je sus, the love we have
to ward You. We pray, Lord God, that it would not be a love that is clois -
tered away, self serv ing and self seek ing, and in ward turn ing. But that it
would be out ward. Open up the gates of our hearts, O God, that we would 
see those in the world that are reach ing out. The en emy would not have
them as “toast.” The en emy would not steal them away. The Prod i gal
would re turn with tears in their eyes, a heart that is cleaned and re -
freshed. They would fall down at the Cross as if dead be cause they see the 
Lord of Lords, the King of Kings, and He washed away their sin with His
blood. This is no triv ial thing that you have done for us, Lord God. 

I pray for those who proph esy and those who are go ing to proph esy, I
pray for those proph ets and those who pray pro phet i cally, those who
think pro phet i cally, those who have never proph e sied who have a proph -
esy in their heart. I pray for us, Lord God, that You would bring forth the
TRUTH of who You are and who we are. That we would hum bly walk in
that not pre sum ing that we know. But we would come forth with a pu rity
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of un der stand ing of the writ ten and liv ing word of God as it is to be ex -
pressed in our en vi ron ment in this day, in our home groups, the place
where we are in this world. 

I pray for a spe cial anoint ing for those who are go ing down to Texas and
Ohio and other places to bring forth that word of peace to a place where
there is no peace. Lord, I pray for our coun try, our na tion, I pray for a
world that is so messed up. All they can think about is steal ing an other oil 
tanker. How stu pid is that. There are stu pid things hap pen ing. But there
is One who is never stu pid. There is One who stands be fore the uni verse
as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Al pha, the Omega, the very
word of God, the al mighty, om nip o tent, om ni pres ent. And He is the One
we wor ship to day. Amen.
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